Although he was born in England, PETER
WINNINGTON spent his working life
teaching English literature at the University
of Lausanne in Switzerland. As a hobby,

he edited books and periodicals. This led
him to write a biography of Mervyn Peake,
which was published in 2000 to coincide
with the BBC’s screening of Gormenghast, an
adaptation of the first two of Peake’s novels
about Titus Groan. Since then, Peter has been
writing biographies, concentrating on the
lives of women who have been undeservedly

forgotten.
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THE FIRST BIOGRAPHY OF LILY, USING HER OWN WRITINGS AND UNPUBLISHED FAMILY PAPERS

ONE oF MI5’s Five D-Day SPIES WHO MIS-LED THE NAZIS, FROM HITLER DOWNWARDS, INTO BELIEVING THAT THE
ALLIED LANDING WOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE PAS DE CALAIS, THUS SAVING COUNTLESS LIVES ON
THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY.

9 ks

LILY’S MESSAGES WERE SO COMPLETELY TRUSTED BY THE NAZI SECRET SERVICE (THE ABWEHR) THAT THEY WERE
REPEATED ON THE ABWEHR RADIO NETWORK - THUS PROVIDING THE CODE-BREAKERS AT BLETCHLEY PARK WITH A CRIB
FOR DECODING THE DAY'S ENIGMA MESSAGES.

ON ARRIVAL IN ENGLAND, SHE WAS INTERROGATED FOR SIX FULL DAYS, AFTER WHICH SHE FELT THE NEED FOR A PRANK.
SAYING SHE WAS JUST GOING OUT TO THE CINEMA, SHE ESCAPED FROM THE LONDON DETENTION GENTRE, WHERE SHE
WAS HELD - THE ONLY KNOWN INSTANCE OF ANVONE ACHIEVING THIS. SHE THEN WALKED ROUND TO THE FRONT GATE
AND BOLDLY RANG THE BELL TO BE LET IN AGAIN:
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SHE WAS AN INTREPID SOLO TRAVELLER, ON FOOT AND BY BICYCLE. ATTEMPTING A SOLO RIDE FROM PARIS
IN 1938-39, SHE WAS REFUSED PERMISSION TO RIDE THROUGH TURKEY. SHE DID IT A
BY ARMED POLICE, BY CROSSING THE KARARINAR DESERT IN THE HEART OF ANATOLIA. IT1

WAR TO PREVENT HER FROM REACHING SAIGON.
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This is the first biography of an intrepid young
French woman, Lily Sergueiew, who led an
adventurous life and became famous as one of the
five D-Day spies. In 1939, her bicycle ride from
Paris to Saigon was interrupted by the outbreak
of war. Disgusted by the Fall of France in 1940,
she took the courageous decision to personally
help the Allies drive the Nazis out of France: she
would get the Abwehr to train her as a spy and
have herself sent to England. Once there, she
would betray the Nazis and place herself at the
disposal of the Allies. It took three emotionally
exhausting years to achieve this. She arrived in
England just in time to become TREASURE,

one of the five spies who misled the Nazis into
believing that the Allies would land in the Pas

de Calais. This disinformation operation saved
countless lives. But Lily found the English cold
and ungenerous towards her. They knew that she
had a fatal medical condition. She had also risked
her life — and her parents’ lives — every day she
worked for the Nazis, yet the English would not
let her bring the dog who was such a comfort

to her. They told her that her work was vital to
their cause, but for Lily their behaviour meant
that it was not worth a dog. So she hid from
them that the Nazis had given her a control code
to prove that her radio messages were genuine:

it gave her a sense of power to know that she
could destroy her work — and the whole D-Day
deception — with a single keystroke. She did not
intend to use it, but once she had revealed it, she
was dismissed straight after D-Day. This meant
that she could join the Free French Forces and

be sent to France to care for Displaced Persons
left in the wake of the retreating Nazis. Working
with liberated prisoners from Buchenwald, she
married the American Major in charge of the
region who had fallen in love with her. He took
her to America where he hoped that her condition
could be cured. It could not, and she died (largely
forgotten) with her husband at her side in 1950.
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